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FOREWORD 


This  bibliography  features  military  periodical  articles  on  the  subject  of 
artillery  fire.  This  term  can  be  defined  in  an  operational  sense  as  the 
procedure  used  to  inflict  damage  by  artillery  missiles  on  a distant  target. 

This  is  performed  by  crew-served  mounted  firearms,  e.g.,  guns,  howitzer, 
heavy  mortars,  rockets.  In  practice  it  is  the  procedure  for  placing  fire 
on  the  target.  It's  effect  is  measured  by  how  it  effects/affects  an  enemy's 
personnel  or  materiel  assets.  At  various  times  in  artillery  history  different 
terms  have  been  used  to  describe  this  tactical  artillery  term.  Representative 
definitions  are  presented  in  part  two.  These  are  presented  for  their  potential 
application  by  library  catalog  departments. 

This  number  is  arranged  in  two  parts.  Part  One  covers  periodical  articles. 

An  arbitrarily  devised  acronym  has  been  used  for  these  entries.  Inclusion 
of  an  item,  or  ommission  does  not  imply  USAFAS  indorsement  or  sanction  of 
the  compiler's  point-of-view  nor  does  it  guarantee  accuracy  of  content. 

Comment  and  criticism  concerning  this  list  is  solicited. 


LESTER  L.  MILLER,  JR. 
Supervisory  Librarian 
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PART  II  - ARTILLERY  FIRE  DEFINITIONS,  AN  INTRODUCTION  - 


Accompanying  fire  - supporting  fire  that  advances  with  supported  troops. 
Adjustment  fire  - observed  fire  to  correct  firing  data  inaccuracies. 

Aerial  fire  - fire  delivered  from  an  aircraft. 

All-around  fire  - fire  delivered  in  a 360°  direction  from  a single  position. 

Antiaircraft  fire  - fire  delivered  from  the  ground  at  an  aerial  target. 

Automatic  fire  - fire  delivered  either  continuously  or  in  bursts. 

Barrage  fire  - fire  delivered  which  fills  a volume  of  space,  or  area,  rather 
than  on  a specific  target  to  protect  MLR  (main  line  of  resistance).  This 
creates  a curtain  or  barrier  across  a probable  path,  ground/air. 

Battery  fire  - fire  delivered  by  a battery  in  which  guns  are  fired  at  succes- 
sive intervals.  / 

Bombardment  fire  - fire  delivered  on  a fortification,  position,  or  line,  or 
by  a sustained  attack  on  the  same.  Counterbombardment. 

Calibration  fire  - preparatory  fire  used  to  determine  specific  calibrations 
subsequent  to  further  intensive  fire. 

Call  fire  - fire  delivered  on  a designated  target  in  response  to  a request 
from  a supported  unit. 

Close  supporting  fire  - fire  on  an  enemy  whoc  presents  an  immediate,  or  serious, 
threat  on  a supported  unit. 

! 

Collective  fire  - combined  fire  by  a number  of  weapons  for  a definite  purpose. 

Combined  sweeping  & searching  fire  - fire  delivered  laterally  and  in  depth  by 
successive  changes  in  direction  and  elevation. 

Concentrated  fire  - prearranged  fire  by  two  or  more  naval  vessels  on  a single 
target,  or,  ground  fire  from  two  or  more  weapons  on  a single  point  or  small 
area. 

Continuous  fire  - fire  delivered  without  interruption  at  ground  or  aerial 
targets . 

Contiuously  pointed  fire  - antiaircraft  fire  directed  by  fire-control  devices 
which  feed  continuous  data  about  the  position  of  a target. 

Converging  fire  - fire  brought  to  bear  on  a single  area  or  point  from  dif- 
ferent directions. 

Coordinated  fire  - planned  fire  in  which  every  target  or  area  under  considera- 
tion is  covered  by  fire  from  an  appropriate  weapon. 
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Counterbattery  fire  - fire  delivered  for  purpose  of  destroying  or  neutralizing 
indirect  fire  weapon  systems.  Usually  is  the  mission  of  corps-level  artillery. 


Counterfire  fire  - fire  delivered  to  destroy  or  neutralize  enemy  weapons. 
Counterbattery,  counterbombardment,  countermortar. 

Counterpreparation  fire  - prearranged  fire  delivered  when  imminence  of  enemy 
attack  is  discovered.  Designed  to  break-up  enemy  concentrations,  decrease 
artillery  preparation,  impair  offensive  spirit. 

Covering  fire  - fire  delivered  prior  to  amphibious  landing  to  cover  preparatory 
operations,  or,  fire  to  protect  troops  within  range  of  enemy  small  arms. 

Creeping  barrage  fire  - fire  which  advances  slowly  in  front  of  advancing  troops. 

Cross  fire  - fire  which  crosses  two  or  more  points  or  line  which  orignates 
from  two  or  more  'sources. 

Curved  fire  - indirect  fire  by  howitzers  or  mortars  on  reverse  slopes  or 
defilades  at  360  mils  +,  elevation. 

Deep  supporting  fire  - fire  directed  at  objectives  not  in  immediate  area  of 
friendly  forces  designed  to  neutralize,  destroy  enemy  reserves  and  weapons, 
interfere  with  enemy  command,  supply,  communications,  or  observations. 

Deliberate  fire  - fire  aimed  and  delivered  at  a slower  than  normal  rate  for 
tactical  or  adjustment  -corrections. 

Demolition  fire  - fire  delivered  for  sole  purpose  of  destroying  enemy  es- 
tablishments. 

Destruction  fire  - indirect  fire  delivered  for  sole  purpose  of  destroying 
material  objects. 

Direct  fire  - direct  fire  delivered  on  a target  by  using  that  target  as  a 
point  of  aim.  This  direct  pointing  or  laying  is  visible  to  aimer. 

Direct  overhead  fire  - direct  fire  delivered  over  friendly  troops  when  target 
and  troops  are  both  visible  to  gunner. 

Direct  supporting  fire  - fire  delivered  in  support  of  part  of  a friendly  force. 

Distributed  fire  - fire  distributed  along  a linear  target  or  over  an  area  so 
as  to  engage  an  area  target  most  effectively. 

Drum  fire  - fire  which  resembles  the  roll  of  a drum  due  to  continuous  volume. 

Effective  fire  - fire  delivered  to  achieve  a particular  result. 

Enfilade  fire  - fire  along  a line  of  fortification  which  strikes  inside  a 
wall  or  other  built-up  area.  It  is  parallel  to  long  dimensions  of  a target. 

Also  known  as  raking  fire,  enfilading. 
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Final  protective  fire  - immediate  prearranged  fire  designed  as  barrier  to 
enemy  movements  across  a defensive  area  or  lines. 

Fixed  fire  - fire  directed  as  a single  point  without  searching  or  traversing. 

Flanking  fire  - fire  directed  from  a flank  which  sweeps  along  the  front  of 
the  defensive  line. 

Flat  trajectory  fire  - fire  delivered  at  elevations  less  than  360  mils  by 
guns  of  relatively  high  muzzle  velocity. 

Frontal  fire  - fire  delivered  at  approximately  right  angles  to  the  front  of 
linear  targets  or  in  front  of  enemy's  line. 

General  supporting  fire  - fire  directed  by  commander  of  organization  to  which 
artillery  unit  organically  belong  in  support  of  the  whole,  not  just  one 
subordinate  unit. 

Grazing  fire  - fire  aimed  approximately  parallel  to  ground  where  center  of 
cone  of  fire  does  not  rise  over  one  meter  above  the  ground. 

Ground  fire  - fire  delivered  from  crew-served  ground  platform. 

Harassing  fire  - fire  delivered  to  disturb  movement,  lower  morale,  or  curtail 
movement  of  enemy  force. 

High-angle  fire  - fire  delivered  at  an  elevation  which  is  45°  more  than  the 
maximum  range.  Super  high  angle. 

Horizontal  fire  - fire  of  flat  trajectory  fired  by  guns  or  howitzers  aimed 
under  their  low  angle  of  elevation. 

Immediate  suppressed  fire  - fire  delivered  to  degrade  an  enemy's  ability  to 
move  in  target  areas.  These  fires  are  not  normally  planned  in  advance. 

Improvement  fire  - observed  fire  delivered  to  determine  or  verify  firing  data. 

Indirect  fire  - fire  at  an  unseen  target,  not  visible  to  aimer. 

Interdiction  fire  - fire  placed  on  an  area  or  point  to  prevent  an  enemy  from 
using  that  area  or  point. 

Massed  fire  - fire  by  two  or  more  naval  vessels  against  single  target,  or, 
fire  directed  by  two  or  more  ground  weapons  against  a single  point  or  small 
area. 

Mixed  fire  - fire  delivered  which  mixes  salvo  and  volley. 

Neutralization  fire  - indirect  fire  delivered  to  hamper,  interrupt  movement, 
or  firing  by  enemy  weapons. 

Oblique  fire  - fire  at  oblique  angle  in  front  of  enemy's  line  or  other  lineal 
target,  or,  firing  of  two  batteries  which  strike  a given  point  along  enemy 
lines. 
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Oblique  reverse  fire  - fire  inclined  to  the  front  portion  of  a target  from 
the  rear. 

Oblique  traversing  fire  - fire  distributed  as  a combination  of  traversing  and 
searching  fire,  along  a line  or  target  oblique  to  direction  of  fire. 

Observed  fire  - direct  fire  at  points  of  burst/impact  which  are  observable. 
Fire  controlled/adjusted  by  observation. 

Organized  fire  - prearranged  fire  which  does  not  require  observation. 

Overhead  fire  - fire  delivered  over  heads  of  friendly  troops. 

Parallel  sheaf  fire  - fire  delivered  by  battery  guns  in  which  planes  of  fire 
are  parallel. 

Percussion  fire  - fire  using  fuzed  projectiles  designed  to  burst  upon  impact. 

Plunging  fire  - fire  which  places  shot  so  that  the  danger  zone  is  limited  to 
beaten  zone  due  to  great  angle  of  fire. 

Point  blank  fire  - direct  fire  at  a close  range  without  elevating  of  sights. 

Prearranged  fire  - fire  which  is  formally  planned/executed  against  known 
targets  or  target  areas. 

Precision  fire  - fire  which  is  distributed  very  accurately  so  as  to  impact 
on  the  center  of  a target. 

Preparation  fire  - fire  delivered  on  target  prior  to  an  assault.  May  be 
deliberate  or  rapid.  This  is  prior  to  conducting  fire  for  effect. 

Progressive  fire  - accompanying  fire  which  precedes  and  accompanies  friendly 
advances. 

Protective  fire  - fire  delivered  in  front  of  friendly  troops  to  deny  ground 
to  enemy  to  neutralize  area. 

Quick  fire  - fire  delivered  to  instruct  or  to  record  fire  of  specified  targets. 
Radar  fire  - fire  aimed  at  a target  tracked  by  radar. 

Ranging  fire  - fire  used  to  determine  or  verify  range. 

Rapid  fire  - fire  delivered  at  the  decisive  moment/high  point  of  battle.  Also 
is  firing,  or  being  capable  to  fire,  in  rapid  succession.  Super  quick. 

Registration  fire  - fire  delivered  to  obtain  accurate  data  for  subsequent 
effective  engagement  of  targets. 


Retaliation  fire  - fire  delivered  in  response  to  enemy  harassing  fire. 

Reverse  fire  - fire  delivered  to  strike  enemy  lines  of  defense  from  his  rear. 


Ricochet  fire  - fire  which  rebounds  along  near  ground  level  at  less  than  a 10° 
angle  of  elevation.  Is  flattened  or  curvated  so  as  to  clear  fortified  areas. 
Used  in  classic  siege  operations.  Introduced  by  Marshall  de  Vauban  at  the 
siege  of  Philipsburg,  in  1688. 

Rolling  barrage  fire  - fire  which  rebounds  as  the  ricochet  in  a specific 
volume  of  space  rather  than  on  a specific  target.  A jumping  barrage  is  a 
variation. 

Rolling  fire  - fire  which  rebounds  over  a surface  in  a series  of  ricochets. 

The  axis  of  piece  is  approximately  parallel  to  ground  or  water. 

Salvo  fire  - fire  delivered  at  the  flank  in  a prescribed  series  of  intervals 
by  a battery  which  fires  in  turns. 

Scheduled  fire  - prearranged  fire  executed  at  predetermined  times. 

Scissors  sweeping  fire  - fire  of  machine  guns  where  front  is  covered  by  super- 
imposed fire  from  two  pieces  whos  fire  traverses  in  opposite  directions. 

Searching  fire  - fire  which  is  distributed  as  zone  fire  in  direction  of  depth 
through  successive  changes  in  gun  elevation. 

Searching  & traversing  fire  - fire  which  is  distributed  as  searching  and 
traversing  simultaneously. 
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Shifting  fire  - fire  distributed  as  open  sheaf  along  a wide  front,  creating 
an  open  cone  formed  by  the  group  of  trajectories. 

Short-round  fire  - fire  delivered  outside/short  of  target  due  to  human/ 
mechanical  malfunction.  Long-round. 

Simulated  fire  - fire  procedures  carried  out  without  using  ammunition. 

Supporting  fire  - covering  fire  delivered  by  supporting  units  to  assist, 
protect  a unit  in  combat. 

Suppression  pre-planned  fire  - fire  delivered  to  degrade  an  enemy's  ability 
to  moA£  in  the  target  area. 

Surprise  fire  - fire  delivered  with  great  rapidity  on  transient  targets. 

Taken  unaware. 


Sweeping  fire  - fire  used  to  cover  a wide  front  by  a weapon  rotated  from 
side-to-side  on  its  vertical  axis  with  the  same  range. 
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TACFIRE  (Tactical  fire  direction  system)  - fire  delivered  in  support  of  ground 
support  tactical  missions.  Encompasses  tactical,  technical,  and  fire  support 
methodology  to  accomplish  traditional  artillery  missions,  through  modern 
computer  technologies . 

Tactical  fire  - fire  delivered  for  tactical  purposes.  Classed  by:  effect 
(destruction  neutralization);  form  (barrage,  concentration);  prearrangement 
(targets  of  opportunity,  schedule);  tactical  (supporting,  preparation, 
counterpreparation,  counterbattery,  interdiction,  harassing,  retaliation). 

Targets  of  opportunity  fire  - fire  located  after  scheduled  fire  is  prepared 
or  which  appears  during  the  course  of  an  engagement. 

Time  fire  - fire  distributed  by  projectiles  which  either  burst  in  the  air  or 
upon  impact,  due  to  time  fuze  design. 

Traversing  fire  - fire  distributed  laterally  by  a piece  which  is  traversed  a 
specific  amount  after  each  round  is  fired. 

Trial  fire  - fire  designed  to  place  a target  within  its  zone  or  volume  of 
dispersion. 

Unaimed  fire  - fire  delivered  at  some  alternate  object  without  being  aimed. 

Unobserved  fire  - fire  delivered  at  points  of  impact  or  burst  which  is  not 
observed,  over  a large  area. 

Verification  fire  - preparatory  fire  designed  to  test  adjustments  of  weapon 
or  fire-control  equipment. 

Vertical  fire  - fire  at  high  angle  of  45°,  by  mortars,  etc. 

Volley  fire  - fire  of  allocated  rounds  as  accurately  and  rapidly  by  each 
piece  in  the  battery,  done  independently. 

Zone  fire  - fire  in-depth  by  artillery  or  mortars  in  a constant  direction  at 
several  quadrant  elevations  and  ranges  to  cover  a given  target/areas. 
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